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Bethel,  October,  5th,  1849. 

To  the  Rev.  George  Marshall,  Pastor  of  Bethel  Congregation: 

Reverend  and  dear  Sir: — At  a  meeting  of  the  Congi'egat.ion  of 
Bethel,  held  on  Monday,  the  10th  of  September,  a  resolution  was  unanimous¬ 
ly  passed,  that  you  be  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  of  the  sermon  delivered  by 
you  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  Sabbath  of  July  last,  (the  8tli  day,)  for  publica¬ 
tion — that  being  the  17th  Anniversary  Sabbath  since  you  first  became  our  min¬ 
ister.  And  to  carry  out  the  above  resolution,  the  following  committee  were 
appointed  to  wait  on  you,  viz:  Thomas  Kiddoo,  A.  W.  Tidball,  and  James 
Espy.  In  behalf,  therefore,  of  the  Congregation,  we  do  earnestly  request  you 
to  furnish  a  copy  of  the  above  sermon  for  publication,  believing  that  it  will  be 
edifying  and  profitable,  not  only  to  the  present  generation  amongst  us,  as  an 
historical  narrative,  but  also  to  those  who  may  fill  our  places,  when  we  are 
slumbering  in  the  dust. 

Yours,  Respectfully, 

THOMAS  KIDDOO,  Chairman  of  Committee. 


Bethel,  October  8th,  1849. 

To  Messrs.  Tlios.  Kiddoo,  A.  TV.  Tidball,  and  Jas.  Espy,  Committee: 

Gentlemen: — Your  note  of  the  5th  instant,  requesting  a  copy  of 
the  Anniversary  Sermon  delivered  by  me  in  Bethel  church,  on  the  8tli  day  of 
last  July,  has  been  duly  received;  and  in  reply  I  would  say — that  my  object  in 
the  preparation  of  that  sermon,  was  to  bring  up,  by  way  of  reminiscence,  to 
the  minds  of  those  more  advanced  in  life,  the  more  prominent  available  facts  in 
the  early  and  progressive  history  of  the  church,  as  well  as  to  furnish  matter 
that  would  be  instructive  to  the  young  and  rising  generation.  I  am  conscious 
that  it  has  many  defects,  both  in  style  and  meagreness  of  facts  that  would  be  of 
exciting  interest.  If,  however,  as  the  Congregation  whom  you  represent  seem 
to  think,  its  publication  would  be  of  some  interest,  it  is  hereby,  in  compliance 
with  your  request,  cheerfully,  with  all  its  defects,  put  at  your  disposal. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  with  much  respect,  your  sincere  friend, 

GEO.  MARSHALL. 


SERMON. 


\ 


“Mark  te  well  her  bulwarks,  consider  her  palaces,  that  ye  may 
TELL  IT  TO  THE  GENERATION  FOLLOWING.” - Psalm  XL  VIII.  13. 


The  author  of  this  Psalm  is  unknown.  There  have  been  many 
opinions  formed,  about  the  time  of  its  composition,  and  the  scenes  to 
which  it  relates.  Some  suppose  it  has  reference  to  the  time  when 
David  was  environed  by  the  Philistines,  and  when,  through  the  special 
interposition  of  God,  he  achieved  over  them  a  remarkable  victory,  re¬ 
corded  in  2d  Samuel,  5th  chapter,  and  from  the  17th  to  21st  verse. 

Others,  again,  suppose  it  to  refer  to  the  deliverance  of  the  people  of 
Israel,  from  the  invasion  of  the  Moabites  and  Ammonites,  in  the  days 
of  Jehoshaphat,  recorded  in  2d  Chronicles,  20th  chapter  and  27th  and 
28th  verses.  The  most  probable  opinion,  however,  is  that  which  refers 
it  to  the  days  of  Hezekiah,  when  Jerusalem  was  besieged  by  the  ter¬ 
rible  and  insolent  army  of  Sennacharib,  king  of  Assyria,  as  recorded  in 
2d  Kings,  19th  chapter,  and  34th  and  35th  verses.  That  was  a  time 
of  great  trial  and  distress;  a  time  of  fear  and  general  alarm;  a  time 
when  the  king  and  all  the  pious  portion  of  the  Jews  seemed  to  feel, 
that  unless  the  Almighty  interposed  in  their  behalf,  there  was  no  pos¬ 
sibility  of  deliverance.  This  is  clearly  manifest  from  the  request  which 
Hezekiah  sent  by  Eliakim,  and  Shebna  the  scribe,  to  Isaiah  the  pro¬ 
phet.  “This  day,  said  the  king,  is  a  day  of  trouble,  and  of  rebuke,  and 
of  blasphemy;  for  the  children  are  come  to  the  birth,  and  there  is  not 
strength  to  bring  forth.  It  may  be  the  Lord  thy  God  will  hear  the 
words  of  Rabshakeh,  whom  the  king  of  Assyria,  his  master,  hath  sent 
to  reproach  the  living  God,  and  will  reprove  the  words  which  the  Lord 
thy  God  hath  heard:  wherefore,  lift  up  thy  prayer  for  the  remnant 
that  is  left.” 

But  if  the  distress  and  trouble  were  great — if  the  hearts  of  the  pious 
were  cast  down,  and  their  faith  sorely  tried — the  deliverance  wrought 
by  God,  in  answer  to  prayer,  was  no  less  marvellous  and  soul-cheering. 
God  heard  the  mourning  voice  of  the  prophet,  the  humbled  king  and 
his  believing  people,  and  sent  forth  into  the  Assyrian  camp  the  angel 
of  destruction;  and  ere  the  dawn  had  broken  on  a  slumbering  world, 
one  hundred  and  eighty-five  thousand  immortal  beings  lay  palsied  in 
death  by  his  withering  touch,  and  the  residue  fled. 
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Jerusalem  was  now  delivered — the  siege  broken  up — her  palaces 
remained  undisturbed  and  her  courts  unpolluted  by  the  steps  of  a  hea¬ 
then  foe.  Then  it  was  that  faith  by  actual  vision  became  confirmed, 
and  hope  brightened. 

The  Lord  then  showed  in  a  most  glorious  manner,  that  he  heard 
prayer  and  loved  Zion.  Then  the  invitation  was  given  to  walk  about 
Zion  and  tell  her  towers.  Mount  Zion  was  then  commanded  to  re¬ 
joice,  and  the  daughters  of  Jerusalem  to  be  glad,  because  of  God’s 
judgments.  “Mark  ye  well  her  bulwarks,  consider  her  palaces,  that 
ye  may  tell  it  to  the  generation  following.”  The  strength  of  Zion 
consists  in  the  presence  and  merciful  care  of  her  covenant  God.  These 
are  to  her,  what  strong  walls  and  bulwarks  are  to  a  city.  This  is  a 
defence  impregnable  by  earth  and  hell. 

Her  beauty  and  glory  appear  in  her  members,  being  clothed  with  the 
imputed  righteousness  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  sanctified  by  his 
imparted — in  possessing  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bonds  of  perfect¬ 
ness — in  having  the  love  of  the  Lord  Jesus  dwelling  richly  in  their 
hearts,  and  flowing  out  towards  him  and  each  other,  in  a  constant, 
ever-deepening  and  uninterrupted  stream — connected  with  a  sincere 
and  faithful  discharge  of  every  known  Christian  duty.  A  church  under 
the  influence  of  such  a  spirit,  and  faithfully  discharging  such  duties, 
will  appear  fair  as  the  morning,  lovely  as  the  full-orbed  moon,  bright 
as  the  meridian  sun,  and  terrible  before  all  her  enemies  as  an  army 
with  banners.  Now,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  all  church  members,  and 
of  each  in  particular,  to  understand  the  strength  and  defences  of  Zion 
— to  know  her  beauty  and  glory — to  have  a  comprehensive  and  intel¬ 
ligent  view  of  what  God  hath  done  for  her  in  days  past;  that  they  may 
not  only  be  personally  grateful,  and  encouraged  in  the  path-way  of 
life,  and  holy  obedience,  but  also  that  such  may  be  enabled  to  rehearse 
these  things  to  the  generation  following,  for  their  instruction,  encou¬ 
ragement,  and  steadfast  adherence  to  all  God’s  commandments.  This 
is  the  duty  inculcated  in  the  closing  part  of  our  text.  And  had  this 
duty  been  early  and  carefully  performed  by  the  godly  who  have  pre¬ 
ceded  us  in  these  western  churches — had  our  fathers  in  the  ministry 
been  particular  to  gather  up  all  the  fragments  of  striking  incident  that 
occurred  under  their  ministry,  in  the  early  settlement  of  this  country — 
what  a  rich  legacy  should  we  now  have  of  Christian  experience — of 
thrilling  narrative — of  joyful  hope  and  triumphant  death.  As  the  days 
of  their  ministry  were  seasons  that  tried  men’s  souls,  so  were  they 
remarkable  for  the  goodness  of  God,  and  the  power  of  bis  grace.  It 
is  therefore  with  a  view  and  desire,  on  this  occasion,  of  instructing 
those  now  present,  and  furnishing  some  material  for  the  edification  of 
a  coming  generation,  as  far  as  lies  within  our  power — that  we  wish  to 
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present  in  a  compact  and  succinct  form,  and  in  the  way  of  a  general 
sketch,  all  that  we  know  or  have  been  able  to  gather,  of  this  church, 
from  its  first  organization  till  the  present  time.  And  now  is  the  season 
peculiarly  appropriate  to  this  duty.  Seventeen  years  ago,  this  day,  it 
was  my  privilege  first  to  stand  in  this  pulpit,  and  look  upon  the  face 
of  this  congregation.  How  short  the  time,  and  yet  how  vast  the 
changes  !  In  the  lapse  of  this  time,  how  many  have  gone  the  way  of 
all  the  earth;  how  many  who  were  then  little  children,  are  now  young 
people  called  to  act  their  part  on  the  theatre  of  life,  at  a  period  of  mo¬ 
mentous  interest!  And  those  who  shall  be  spared  seventeen  years 
more,  will  doubtless  see  changes  of  still  greater  magnitude  and  more 
thrilling  interest.  It  is  matter  of  painful  regret,  that  from  the  want  of 
historical  record  kept  at  the  lime  by  those  who  first  labored  in  this 
portion  of  God’s  vineyard,  as  well  as  in  most  of  our  Western  churches, 
so  little  can  now  be  reached  of  early  history,  that  would  be  to  us  of 
encouraging  and  awakening  interest.  All  that  we  have  been  able  to 
rescue  from  the  oblivious  and  destructive  hand  of  time,  bearing  on  the 
early  history  of  this  church,  was  collected  years  ago  from  aged  per¬ 
sons  who  then  had  a  lively  remembrance  of  the  incidents  of  their 
youthful  days,  and  of  the  doings  of  God  in  his  sanctuary  nearly  fifty 
years  ago — •when  his  power  was  so  wonderfully  displayed,  and  when 
such  affecting  scenes  of  the  omnipotent  energies  of  divine  grace  were 
witnessed  from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath.  It  will  now  be  our  aim  to  lay 
before  your  minds  all  that  can  with  certainty  be  ascertained  respecting 
the  organization — the  ministers,  elders,  prosperity  or  adversity,  of 
this  church  for  the  last  seveuty  years.  It  was  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  1778,  or  early  in  1779,  that  the  Rev.  John  M’Millan,  D.  D.  the 
ministerial  pioneer  and  patriarch  of  the  Western  churches,  first  preach¬ 
ed  the  gospel  within  the  bounds  of  this  congregation.  The  place 
where  he  first  sounded  the  gospel  trumpet  was  on  the  farm  at  present 
owned  and  occupied  by  Mr.  Oliver  Miller.  How  often  Dr.  M’Millan 
preached  there,  and  with  what  success,  we  cannot  say.  It  seems  pro¬ 
bable  that  the  church  was  organized  by  him.  This  probability  is  based 
on  the  acknowledged  fact  that  he  first  preached  here,  and  occasionally 
supplied  tbeinlant  congregation,  which  then  assembled  at  stated  times 
for  the  worship  of  God  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Oliver  Miller,  father  of  the 
late  James  Miller,  deceased,  and  grand-father  of  the  present  incum¬ 
bent — and  from  the  fact  that  Mr.  Clarke,  on  his  first  arrival  here,  settled 
over  this  church  and  that  of  Lebanon,  then  in  union,  about  the  year 
1781.  From  this  we  are  authorized  to  infer,  that  these  churches  were 
in  an  actual  state  of  organization,  and  as  such,  prepared  for  his  settle¬ 
ment.  The  extent  of  territory  then  covered  by  this  congregation  was 
very  extensive,  and  on  which  many  other  churches  have  since  arisen. 
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Besides  the  Secession  church,  of  which  the  Rev.  James  Herron  is  pas¬ 
tor,  the  Associate  Reformed  church,  of  which  the  Rev.  Joseph  Clokey 
is  pastor,  and  the  Baptist  church,  of  which  the  Rev.  James  Estep,  M.  D. 
is  pastor — several  Presbyterian  churches  have  been  organized  within 
its  former  limits,  and  part  of  their  members  made  up  of  families  who  at 
an  early  period  were  constituent  elements  of  Bethel  church.  Of  these 
we  may  mention  the  Presbyterian  church  of  Bethany,  under  the  pas¬ 
toral  care  of  Rev.  Wm.  Jeffery,  organized  perhaps  about  the  year 
1814, — of  which  church,  some  of  the  most  prominent  families,  at  tire 
time  of  its  organization,  were  set  off  from  Bethel.  And  at  a  more 
recent  period,  may  be  mentioned,  the  Presbyterian  churches  of  Pisgah, 
Centre  and  Concord,  each  of  which  received  a  number  of  families  at 
the  time  of  their  formation,  from  the  old  mother  church,  and  all  of 
which  have  now  the  regular  administrations  of  the  gospel  from  Sab¬ 
bath  to  Sabbath,  by  Rev.  Messrs.  Orr,  Hawes  and  Graham.  Thus, 
where  seventy  years  ago,  but  one  church  existed,  now  we  find  eight — 
all  evangelical,  able  to  support  the  gospel,  and  apparently  in  a  peace¬ 
ful,  prosperous  and  growing  state. 

The  place  first  selected  by  the  congregation  as  the  site  for  their 
house  of  worship,  was  at  some  distance  from  its  present  location.  It 
was,  as  we  have  been  informed,  on  the  farm  recently  owned  by  Mr. 
Samuel  Reed.  Why  this  was  abandoned  before  the  building  was 
erected,  and  a  place  contiguous  to  our  present  house  of  worship  cho¬ 
sen,  we  know  not.  It  is  probable  that  it  was  so  changed  from  the  con¬ 
sideration,  that  it  would  not  have  been  central,  taking  into  considera¬ 
tion  the  relative  location  of  the  families  who  were  to  be  worshipers 
at  the  house  of  God.  At  the  time  the  church  was  organized,  Mr.  Jas. 
Dinsmore,  James  Brice,  and  Mr.  Kilpatrick,  were  chosen  and  or¬ 
dained  ruling  elders.  These  were  all  worthy,  upright  and  pious  men. 
Of  Mr.  Dinsmore,  it  is  well  known,  that  he  was  a  burning  and  shining 
light  in  his  day.  His  place  of  residence  at  that  time,  was  within  what 
is  now  the  limits  of  Bethany  congregation.  He  afterwards  removed 
to  the  church  of  Upper  Buffalo,  in  Washington  county,  then  under  the 
pastoral  care  of  the  late  Rev.  John  Anderson,  D.  D.  where  he  died 
many  years  ago,  in  peace  and  hope.  He  was  a  man  of  sound  mind 
and  devoted  piety;  and  with  many  others  was  doubtless  instrumental  in 
calling  down  the  blessing  of  God  on  the  churches  in  the  great  revival 
that  occurred  in  1801  and  ’2.  When  this  church  and  that  of  Lebanon 
were  organized,  and  a  union  between  them  formed,  one  of  the  first 
steps,  of  course,  would  be,  if  able,  to  secure  a  settled  pastor.  Accord- 
ly  we  find  measures  taken,  as  early  as  1780,  to  have  the  regular  admin¬ 
istrations  of  the  gospel.  Some  time  between  the  years  1781  and  ’84j 
the  precise  date  not  certainly  ascertained,)  a  call  was  moderated  and 
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presented  to  the  Presbytery  of  Redstone,  for  the  ministerial  labors  of 
the  Rev.  John  Clarke,  having  recently  emigrated  to  western  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  from  the  State  of  Maryland.  Of  Mr.  Clarke,  the  first  regu¬ 
lar  laborer  in  this  church,  we  now  come  to  speak,  and  shall  exhibit  all 
that  is  known  of  his  life  and  ministry,  as  briefly  as  possible.  Mr. 
Clarke  was  born  in  the  year  1718  and  the  place  of  his  nativity,  though 
not  certainly  known,  is  supposed  to  be  somewhere  in  the  State  of  New 
Jersey.  The  place  of  his  first  labors  was  in  the  Forks  of  the  Dela¬ 
ware.  In  a  brief  history  of  the  churches  of  Allentown  and  Tehicken, 
it  is  said,  that  on  the  13th  of  October,  1762,  he  was  installed  as  the  sec¬ 
ond  pastor  of  these  churches.  It  is  further  said,  that  he  graduated  at 
Nassau  Hall,  Princeton,  in  the  year  1759,  and  was  taken  under  the  care 
of  the  Presbytery  of  New  Brunswick,  Nov.  20th,  1759.  And  when 
licensed  by  them  on  the  9th  day  of  May,  1760,  was  sent  to  supply  the 
churches  of  Tehicken,  Allentown,  and  Upper  Mount  Bethel.  It  is 
worthy  of  notice  here,  that  the  time  which  elapsed  between  his  gradu¬ 
ation  and  licensure,  if  the  history  be  correct,  was  very  short;  and  in 
view  of  it,  we  should  be  led  to  suppose,  that  he  must  either  have  pros¬ 
ecuted  his  Theological  studies  to  some  extent  prior  to  his  graduating, 
or  that  the  necessities  of  the  Church  must  have  been  very  urgent,  to 

•/O' 

warrant  so  short  a  course  of  preparatory  study.  In  the  following  Oc¬ 
tober  a  call  from  these  churches  was  presented  to  him,  and  he  took  the 
matter  into  serious  consideration.  No  further  mention  is  made  of  this 
call,  but  it  is  stated  that  the  Presbytery,  believing  that  it  would  be  of 
great  service  to  the  Church  and  the  interests  of  religion,  ordained  him 
as  an  evangelist  at  Bethlehem,  N.  J.  on  the  29th  day  of  April,  1761,  and 
directed  him  to  supply  the  churches  of  Oxford,  in  N.  J.  and  Smithfield, 
on  the  Forks  of  the  Delaware,  in  Pennsylvania.  On  the  28th  of  May 
following,  he  was  dismissed  from  the  Presbytery  of  New  Brunswick, 
and  joined  the  Presbytery  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  12th  day  of  August 

1761,  and  at  that  time  received  a  call  to  the  Forks,  but  did  not  accept 
it  until  the  next  meeting  of  Presbytery,  on  the  17th  of  November  fol- 
lowing.  At  this  time  opposition  to  his  settlement  was  made,  and  the 
dissatisfied  party  heard  at  the  bar  of  Presbytery.  The  special  ground 
of  objection  is  not  stated,  and  we  are  left  in  the  dark,  or  to  idle  con¬ 
jecture,  as  to  its  real  nature.  The  commissioners  were  then  asked  if 
they  could  support  him  without  the  aid  of  the  dissentient  party,  and 
their  reply  was  in  the  affirmative.  Whereupon,  liberty  was  granted 
them  to  prosecute  their  call,  and  Mr.  Clarke  was  installed  Oct.  13th, 

1762,  over  the  two  congregations  of  the  Forks,  with  a  salary  of  eighty 
pounds  per  annum,  and  the  use  of  a  parsonage. 

After  some  time  troubles  occurred,  which  were  brought  before  the 
Presbytery  Oct.  22d,  1766,  and  the  advice  given  that  the  matter  be 
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dropped.  Here  again,  the  special  grounds  of  grievance  are  not  stated, 
further  than  a  general  charge  of  misrepresentation.  It  seems  proba¬ 
ble  that  some  leaven  of  dissatisfaction  had  been  working-  in  the  breasts 
of  some  during  the  whole  period  of  his  labors  there.  Mr.  Clarke 
then  gave  reasons  why  he  wished  to  be  released  from  the  pastoral  care 
of  the  church  of  Upper  Mount  Bethel,  inasmuch  as  eighteen  persons 
were  found  united  against  him,  in  the  general  charge  already  mentioned. 
The  Presbytery  pronounced  the  jitaper  disorderly,  and  refused  to  re¬ 
lease  him.  In  the  following  April,  some  of  the  signers  of  this  paper 
renewed  their  charge  against  him,  and  asked  Presbytery  to  have  Mr. 
Clarke  tried  at  their  Bar.  Presbytery  refused  their  request,  on  the 
ground  that  no  sufficient  reason  appeared  for  such  a  course.  But  to 
heal,  if  possible,  the  difficulties,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Beatty  and  Wm.  Ramsey, 
were  sent  as  a  committee  to  bring  the  parties  together  and  promote 
peace.  Of  the  success  of  this  committee,  in  the  matter  referred  to 
them,  we  know  nothing.  It  has  been  related,  by  a  late  writer,  as  a 
historical  incident,  that  the  only  Indian  massacres,  of  which  there  is 
any  tradition,  occurred  in  that  congregation  during  the  time  that  Mr. 
Clarke  was  pastor.  To  keep  up  the  continuity  of  his  history  in  that 
region,  it  may  be  remarked  that  a  writer  in  the  Presbyterian  of  July, 
1847,  says, — “Of  the  Rev.  John  Clarke,  no  tradition  now  exists  in  the 
settlement — a  very  few  aged  persons  remain  who  were  baptized  in  in¬ 
fancy  by  Mr.  C.”  On  account  of  bodily  weakness,  he  resigned  the 
pastoral  charge  of  these  churches,  on  Nov.  3d,  1767,  and  went  soon 
after  to  labor,  as  he  was  able,  within  the  bounds  of  the  Presbytery  of 
New  Castle.  On  the  27th  day  of  Dec.  1769,  he  was  called  to  be  the 
pastor  of  Bethel  church,  in  Upper  Node  Forrest,  Baltimore  county, 
Md.  Here  he  remained  a  few  years,  but  transition  seems  to  have  been 
his  lot,  for  in  1775,  the  pastoral  relation  was  again  dissolved.  He 
remained  at  Bethel  as  a  stated  supply,  till  1781,  when  he  removed,  as 
already  intimated,  to  the  West.  In  this  year  he  became  a  supply  and 
shortly  after  pastor  of  the  united  congregations  of  Bethel  and  Leba¬ 
non,  at  that  time  under  the  care  of  the  Presbytery  of  Redstone,  but 
now  under  that  of  the  Presbytery  of  Ohio.  Of  the  amount  of  sup¬ 
port  promised  him,  the  character  of  his  ministrations,  his  acceptability 
to  the  people,  and  success  in  his  work,  in  these  congregations,  we  have 
comparatively  but  little  information  to  communicate.  It  is  generally 
known  to  those  advanced  in  life,  that  at  the  era  of  his  settlement  here, 
he  was  past  the  meridian  of  life,  and  of  very  feeble  health,  but  in  ap¬ 
pearance  grave,  sedate,  and  venerable,  and  as  a  preacher,  solemn  and 
impressive.  He  died  on  the  13th  of  July,  1797,  and  was  entombed  in 
yonder  grave-yard,  to  await  the  morning  of  the  resurrection.  As  a 
further  incident  in  his  life,  and  to  show  that  scenes  of  trouble  mingled 
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in  his  experience;  that  what  has  been  denominated  the  “Whiskey  In¬ 
surrection,”  occurred  within  the  bounds  of  his  congregations;  and 
when  the  attack  was  made  by  live  hundred  of  the  whisky  insurgents, 
on  Gen.  Neville's  house,  in  July,  1794,  he,  as  a  man  of  God,  besought 
them  to  desist,  but  in  vain.  He  was  one  of  the  original  members  of 
the  Ohio  Presbytery  at  its  first  formation  in  1793.  Such  then  are  the 
available  facts  in  the  life  and  ministry  of  this  servant  of  God.  It  would 
be  a  pleasant  exercise,  could  we  survey  him  in  the  days  of  his  youth> 
at  the  period  of  conviction  and  conversion — could  we  scan  the  motives 
that  induced  him  to  seek  the  ministry  of  reconciliation — his  subsequent 
joys  and  sorrows,  conflicts  and  hopes — his  method  of  preaching — how 
he  addressed  hardened,  and  how  awakened  sinners,  as  well  as  edified 
believers.  But  these  are  things,  to  know  which,  we  shall  have  to  await 
the  revelations  of  a  brighter  day.  It  is,  however,  pleasing  for  us  to 
hope,  that  being  a  good  man,  and  faithful  in  his  Master’s  work,  he 
sweetly  fell  asleep  in  Jesus,  and  will  appear  with  him,  on  the  glorious 
day,  when  he  comes  surrounded  with  the  angelic  throng,  to  welcome 
his  own  home  to  glory,  and  eternal  blessedness. 

O  J  1 

w  e  come  now  to  another  period  in  the  history  of  this  church — the 
settlement  of  another  pastor.  Mr.  Clarke  had  not  yet  closed  his  eyes 
in  death,  before  God  in  his  providence  had  provided  for  the  people  of 
his  charge  a  successor  in  the  ministry.  This  was  the  Rev.  William 
Woods,  a  minister  long  known  to  many  of  you  as  a  faithful  servant  of 
God,  and  the  spiritual  father  of  many  in  this  congregation.  Mr.  W. 
was  born  in  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  6th  of  March, 
1771,  and  was  graduated  at  Dickenson  College,  Carlisle,  May  3d,  1792, 
during  the  presidency  of  the  celebrated  and  learned  Dr.  Charles  Nis- 
bet.  He  commenced  his  Theological  studies  under  the  supervision  of 
Rev.  Robert  Smith,  D.  D.  of  Pequa,  but  completed  them  under  that  of 
Dr.  Witherspoon,  and  was  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel  by  the  Pres¬ 
bytery  of  New  Castle,  at  Christiana  Bridge,  on  the  17th  day  of  June, 
1794.  After  his  licensure,  he  spent  at  least  two  years  in  itinerating, 
and  visiting  vacant  congregations,  and  supplying  destitute  churches. 
Some  time  in  the  year  1796,  he  seems  to  have  visited  Western  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  for  on  the  4th  day  of  October,  1796,  he  received  a  call  from 
the  united  congregations  of  Bethel  and  Lebanon,  in  the  county  of 
Allegheny.  This  call,  it  is  said,  not  being  prepared  in  due  form,  was 
returned,  and  he  was  dismissed  as  a  licentiate,  to  put  himself  under 
the  care  of  the  Presbytery  of  Redstone.  Previous,  however,  to  this 
time,  he  had  visited  the  congregations  of  Derry  and  Danville,  under 
the  care  of  the  Presbytery  of  Northumberland,  and  was  urged  much 
to  settle  with  them.  Before,  however,  consenting  to  their  request,  he 
visited  the  West,  where  God  showed  him  a  field  ready  for  a  laborer,  and 
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where  he  received  the  call  already  mentioned.  With  the  Presbytery 
of  Redstone,  he  became  connected  on  the  18th  day  of  October,  1796, 
and  a  call,  regularly  prepared,  was  put  into  his  hands,  from  the  united 
congregations  of  Bethel  and  Lebanon,  and  at  the  same  time,  one  from 
the  congregations  of  Rehoboth  and  Round  Hill — the  latter  belonging 
to  the  Presbytery  of  Redstone.  These  several  calls  were  retained  by 
him  till  the  following  spring,  when,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Presbytery,  on 
the  18th  of  April,  1797,  he  declared  his  acceptance  of  the  one  from 
Bethel  and  Lebanon,  and  was  accordingly  dismissed  to  put  himself 
under  the  care  of  the  Presbytery  of  Ohio,  which  had  the  supervision 
of  these  churches,  and  was  by  the  same  ordained  and  installed  over 
them,  on  the  28th  of  June,  1797,  being  then  in  the  twenty-sixth  year  of 
his  age.  In  both  these  churches  he  labored,  and  over  them  he  watched 
for  their  spiritual  good,  up  till  the  year  1820 — a  period  of  twenty-three 
years.  Each  of  these  churches  having  now  become  sufficiently  able 
to  support  a  pastor,  and  the  field  being  too  large  for  the  labors  of  any 
one  man,  a  separation  between  them  took  place,  and  he  was  accord¬ 
ingly  released  from  the  pastoral  care  of  Lebanon,  but  still  continued 
pastor  of  Bethel,  till  October,  1831,  when  at  his  own  request,  the  pas¬ 
toral  relation  between  him  and  the  church  of  Bethel  was  dissolved — a 
relation  which  had  subsisted,  (and  it  is  believed  for  the  greater  part  of 
the  time,  with  the  utmost  cordiality,)  for  more  than  thirty-three  years. 
Of  the  life  and  character — the  ministerial  fidelity  and  earnestness  of 
Mr.  Woods — many  of  you  are  much  better  able  to  speak  than  he  who 
now  addresses  you.  As  regards  great  powers  of  intellect — command¬ 
ing  eloquence — the  possession  of  stores  of  profound  Biblical  and  Orien¬ 
tal  literature — deep  and  varied  erudition,  such  as  some  men  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church  have  possessed — this  father  made  no  pretensions. 
But  as  a  pious,  judicious,  orthodox  and  spiritual  minister — as  one, 
grave  in  deportment,  solemn  in  aspect,  courteous  and  affable  in  man¬ 
ners — one  who  loved  truly  his  Master  and  his  Master’s  cause — who 
was  successful  in  winning  souls  to  Christ — he  is  every  way  worthy  of 
the  highest  esteem  and  commendation.  It  was  his  blessed  privilege 
to  live  and  labor  in  those  days  of  God’s  reviving  power  in  Zion — when 
the  Holy  Spirit  came  down  on  many  churches,  like  a  rushing  mighty 
wind,  and  when  God’s  people  were  greatly  refreshed,  and  sinners 
prostrated  upon  the  ground  by  his  mighty  convicting  power.  His  con¬ 
gregations  shared  largely  in  these  effusions  of  the  Spirit.  Whole  days 
and  nights  were  then  spent  in  preaching,  praying,  and  giving  instruc¬ 
tion  to  awakened  and  heavy-laden  souls.  And  from  what  we  know  of 
Mr.  Woods,  and  from  the  peculiar  experience  the  spirit  of  God  pro¬ 
duced  in  his  own  soul — at  the  time  he  passed  from  death  unto  life — 
we  cannot  doubt,  but  that  he  was  peculiarly  qualified  to  deal  faithful- 


[  11  ] 


]y  and  safely  with  awakened  sinners,  so  as  to  prevent  presumption  and 
self-righteousness  on  the  one  hand,  and  melancholy  despair  on  the  oth¬ 
er.  During  his  ministry  he  baptized  over  nine  hundred  children  and 
adults,  and  received  into  the  communion  of  the  church  between  nine 
hundred  and  one  thousand  persons.  When,  in  1831,  he  ceased  to  be 
pastor  of  this  church,  he  was  not  inactive  in  the  ministry,  but  preached 
the  gospel  frequently  and  wherever  opportunity  occurred,  up  till  July 
1834,  when  he  was  attacked  with  dysentery,  from  which  he  suffered 
much  for  weeks,  and  by  it  was  finally  removed  from  this  vale  of  tears 
on  the  17th  day  of  October,  1834,  in  the  65th  year  of  his  age. 

The  last  sermon  Mr.  Woods  ever  preached,  was  in  this  church,  and 
the  subject  of  it  was  the  conversion  of  the  Ethiopian  Eunuch,  recorded 
in  the  Sth  chapter  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles.  To  the  speaker,  from 
the  day  of  our  first  acquaintance,  to  the  hour  when  his  powers  of 
speech  failed,  he  manifested  peculiar  kindness  and  respect.  And  1 
must  say — and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  have  it  to  say — that 
whatever  he  may  have  felt  towards  others,  wrho  appeared  here  as 
candidates  for  settlement,  during  the  period  of  your  vacancy,  unlike 
most  old  men  and  former  pastors,  he  manifested  at  no  time,  to  my¬ 
self,  reserve  or  shyness,  nor  in  the  least  degree  a  repulsive  manner. 
His  conduct  was  always  open,  kind,  and  friendly,  wherever  we  met. 
For  him,  therefore,  whatever  idle  rumor  may  have  circulated  to  the 
contrary,  I  always  felt  the  warmest  friendship,  and  cherish  for  his 
memory,  virtue  and  piety,  the  most  profound  respect  and  affection. 
His  last  s&fferings,  as  is  known,  were  protracted  and  severe,  but  he 
bore  them  with  entire  Christian  resignation  to  the  Divine  will.  And  I 
doubt  not,  he  is  to-day  with  many  saved  by  his  instrumentality,  in  the 
presence  of  God  and  the  Lamb,  singing  in  loud  and  heavenly  strains, 
redeeming,  dying  love.  It  is  to  be  lamented  that  he  kept  no  journal 
of  those  thrilling  scenes  witnessed  in  the  early  part  of  his  ministry, 
and  with  which  the  people  of  his  charge  were  remarkably  blessed. 
Had  we  such  a  document  now  to  peruse,  doubtless  facts  of  a  most  an¬ 
imating  nature  and  heart-affecting  character  to  the  Christian,  would  be 
unfolded.  Shortly  after  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Woods,  but  at  what 
particular  time  w*e  have  no  means  of  knowing,  an  addition  to  the  ex¬ 
isting  session  was  made,  composed  of  the  following  persons,  viz: — 
Messrs.  James  Kiddoo,  James  Morrow,  James  M’Dermot,  Wm.  Jones 
and  Robert  Jewell.  Of  the  particular  state  of  the  church  at  this 
time,  we  have  no  data  left  by  which  to  form  a  judgment,  further  than 
from  the  great  revival  that  occurred  about  that  time,  it  may  reasonably 
be  concluded,  that  she  was  much  enlarged,  and  called  for  an  additional 
number  of  spiritual  watchmen.  These  men,  it  is  believed,  were  all 
faithful,  zealous  and  devoted  to  the  cause  of  God,  feeling  a  deep  inter- 
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est  in  the  prosperity  of  the  church  and  conversion  of  sinners.  Of  two 
of  these  men,  James  Kiddoo  and  James  Morrow,  it  may  be  remarked, 
that  Mr.  W.  was  accustomed  to  speak  in  terms  of  uncommon  approba¬ 
tion;  as  men  who  would  uphold  the  hands  and  encourage  the  heart  of 
a  devoted  minister.  Of  Mr.  Jewell,  he  always  spoke  as  a  man  of  piety 
and  zeal,  but  somewhat  eccentric  in  his  manners  and  mode  of  doing 
business.  Of  the  others  we  never  heard  him  speak.  It  is  known  that 
Mr.  Jones  afterwards  became  a  minister  and  removed  to  some  part  of 
Ohio.  They  are  all  dead;  and  some  of  them  for  many  years.  The  first 
mentioned,  after  serving  their  generation  faithfully,  sleep  in  yonder 
church-yard.  The  time  and  place  of  the  death  of  Messrs.  Jones  and 
M’Dermot,  are  not  known.  Mr.  Jewell  removed  to  the  Western  Re¬ 
serve,  where  he  died  a  few  years  ago,  full  of  years  and  in  peace.  At 
a  subsequent  period  in  the  ministry  of  Mr.  W.  a  third  class  of  Elders 
was  elected  and  ordained,  viz: — Messrs.  Wm.  Fife,  Thomas  Alexan¬ 
der  and  John  Yance.  The  latter  being  previously  an  ordained  elder 
in  another  church,  was  only  elected.  These  have  all  likewise  finished 
life's  journey,  and  gone  to  the  grave — Mr.  Vance,  previous  to  my  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  this  congregation,  and  Messrs.  Fife  and  Alexander 
since.  The  latter,  after  the  organization  of  Bethany  church,  became  a 
Ruling  Elder  in  it.  They  were  all  men  of  great  respectability  and 
hopeful  piety — pleasant  in  their  manners,  and  disposed  to  seek  the 
purity,  peace  and  enlargement  of  the  church.  With  Messrs.  Fife  and 
Alexander,  I  had  an  intimate  acquaintance,  and  always  entertained  for 
them  a  high  regard.  At  another  period,  but  still  during  the  ministry 
of  Mr.  W.  a  fourth  class  of  elders  was  chosen,  composed  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  persons:  James  B.  Foster,  Abraham  Tidball  and  Samuel  Willson; 
the  last  mentioned,  some  years  previous  to  my  settlement  here,  upon 
the  organization  of  Centre  Church,  became  a  member  there  at  the 
time  it  was  under  the  pastoral  care  of  the  late  Rev.  Prof.  Kennedy. 
But  owing  to  his  opposition  to  a  gospel  Psalmody,  he  left  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  and  became  connected  with  the  Associate  Reformed 
body,  and  by  the  church  to  which  he  became  united,  was  subsequently 
elected  a  ruling  elder,  and  died  in  the  same  connection  some  years 
since.  He  was  a  man  of  considerable  mental  power,  of  some  reading, 
and  it  is  believed  of  true  piety — but  strong  prejudices,  which  led  him 
to  conclusions,  and  an  unyielding  adherence  to  them,  which  minds  of 
less  ardor  of  temperament  would  have  wholly  escaped.  Messrs.  Fos¬ 
ter  and  Tidball  are  both  dead.  The  latter  removed  some  years  since 
to  Ohio,  where  he  finished  his  course,  and  died  in  peace.  Mr.  Foster 
was  permitted  to  finish  his  course  amongst  us,  and  lies  with  a  large 
family  of  children  in  yonder  depository  of  the  dead.  They  were  both 
pious,  pleasant  and  judicious  men — men  worthy  of  high  regard  and 
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Christian  confidence — whose  conduct  and  lives  were  not  only  irre¬ 
proachable,  but  such  as  gave  evidence  that  they  had  been  with  Jesus. 
And,  though  naturally  diffident  and  backward,  yet  loved  the  house  and 
cause  of  God,  and  rejoiced  in  the  prosperity  of  Zion.  At  a  more 
recent  period  still,  during  the  ministry  of  Mr.  W.  a  fifth  addition  was 
made  to  the  existing  session  by  the  election  and  ordination  of  Mr.  Ar¬ 
thur  Morrow,  who  still  survives.  A  sixth  addition  was  made  during 
the  same  ministry,  by  the  election  and  ordination  of  Messrs.  Thomas 
Kiddoo  and  Thomas  Willson — the  latter  of  whom,  after  serving  his 
Master,  and  at  the  close  of  his  life  suffering  much  bodily  affliction,  was 
called  to  his  rest  some  years  ago.  The  date  of  these  several  elections 
and  ordinations  to  the  eldership,  during  the  ministry  of  Mr.  W.  we 
have  no  means  of  ascertaining,  from  the  fact  that  no  record  was  kept. 
Nor  have  we  means  of  knowing  the  additions  made  to  the  church  from 
year  to  year,  nor  her  losses  by  deaths  and  removals.  Doubtless,  the 
additions  must  have  been  considerable,  when  the  aggregate  of  the 
whole  was  so  large.  We  have  now  arrived  at  the  closing  period  of 
Mr.  Woods’  ministry — a  period  extending  from  his  licensure  to  his 
death,  over  forty  years — and  have  detailed  about  all  we  know  of  the 
church,  in  her  officers,  her  prosperity  and  adversity.  We  have  now 
reached  what  may  be  denominated  her  third  period — her  history  for 
the  last  seventeen  years,  since  my  first  ministry  here.  And  here  it  is 
necessary,  as  the  actors  are  still  living,  to  be  brief  in  our  remarks,  and 
leave  to  other  times  and  agents  to  speak  of  these  things.  It  may  not 
be  out  of  place  to  state,  that  the  speaker,  after  finishing  his  Theologi- 
studies,  was  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel  in  the  Presbyterian  church 
of  Pigeon-creek,  by  the  Presbytery  of  Washington,  on  the  17th  day 
of  April,  1832,  and  was  directed,  in  the  Providence  of  God,  to  this 
church,  where  I  first  preached  on  the  second  Sabbath  of  July,  1832, 
being  the  11th  day  of  the  month.  I  then  appeared  amongst  you  an  en¬ 
tire  stranger,  without  much  expei’ience  and  with  no  desire  or  expecta¬ 
tion  of  settlement.  God,  however,  had  otherwise  determined.  It  was 
here  my  lot  was  to  be  cast,  here  I  was  to  have  days  of  pleasantness 
and  times  of  sorrow  and  distress — a  time  when  not  only  the  heart  of 
the  speaker  was  almost  broken,  and  he  was  ready  to  say,  in  the  bitter¬ 
ness  of  his  soul,  let  me  fly  far  hence  and  get  deliverance  from  these 
windy  storms — but,  also,  when  your  hearts,  my  beloved  people,  were 
filled  with  sorrow  also — and  when  the  strength  of  your  confidence 
and  friendship  were  tried  in  a  degree  that  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  but 
few  churches — and  tried  only  to  appear  in  a  newer  and  brighter  mani¬ 
festation.  I  have  never  had,  as  I  have  often  remarked,  any  doubt,  but 
the  Lord  directed  me  to  this  field  of  labor,  and  had  here  for  me  a  work 
to  do.  From  you,  I  may  say,  without  pride,  but  with  sweet  pleasure, 
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I  have  received  the  most  marked  evidence  of  friendship  and  kindness. 
As  already  intimated,  I  have  been  with  you  in  prosperity  and  adver¬ 
sity — in  the  midst  of  sickness  and  health — when1  the  scene  was  bright, 
and  when  the  clouds  were  dark  and  lowering — and  yet,  at  all  times, 
and  under  all  circumstances,  I  have  found  you  the  same.  This  has 
been  a  manifestation  of  firmness  and  attachment,  not  found  in  every 
congregation.  God  has  been  kind  and  merciful  to  us  all.  In  a  period 
of  seventy  years,  I  am  but  the  third  pastor  of  this  church,  whilst  many 
congregations  of  not  half  the  size  have  had  treble  the  number  of  minis¬ 
ters.  And  since  this  church  was  organized,  let  it  be  recorded  to  the 
praise  of  God’s  goodness,  that  no  minister  has  ever  yet  been  driven 
from  this  sanctuary.  This  says  much  for  the  stability  of  the  people, 
and  their  aversion  to  change  and  novelty — and  God  grant  that  it  may 
still  be  so  in  coming  time. 

When  I  became  pastor  of  the  church,  the  following  persons  were 
existing  members  of  Session,  viz:  Wm.  Fife,  James  B.  Foster,  Abra¬ 
ham  Tidball,  Arthur  Morrow,  Thomas  Willson  and  Thomas  Kiddoo. 
Of  these,  but  two  now  survive.  Since  then,  additions  have  been  made 
to  the  Session  on  two  occasions.  First,  in  April,  1838,  when  William 
Donaldson  and  Jesse  Connor  were  elected,  and  in  the  May  following 
were  ordained  Ruling  Elders.  The  second  addition  was  made  on  the 
7th  of  April,  1842,  when  A.  W.  Tidball  and  James  Espy  were  elected, 
and  on  the  3d  day  of  June  following,  ordained  to  the  same  office. 
The  existing  Session  is  composed  of  six  members,  viz:  Arthur  Mor¬ 
row,  Thomas  Kiddoo,  Wm.  Donaldson,  Jesse  Connor,  A.  W.  Tidball, 
and  James  Espy.  On  the  7th  of  April,  1842,  Mr.  Wm.  Willson,  Sam¬ 
uel  Kiddoo  and  Henry  Potter  were  elected,  and  subsequently  ordained 
as  Deacons.  And  here  it  is  my  duty  as  well  as  privilege  to  state,  that 
never,  for  sixteen  years,  since  I  have  been  moderator  of  the  Session, 
have  there  been  any  unfriendly  feelings  excited  between  the  pastor 
and  its  members,  and  very  seldom  any  disagreement  of  views  as  re¬ 
gards  the  great  interests  of  the  church.  As  is  known  to  you,  that 
when  tutor  in  Jefferson  College,  I  preached  as  a  supply  to  this  con¬ 
gregation  for  nearly  a  year  previous  to  my  ordination  and  installation. 
In  December,  1832,  a  call  was  moderated  by  the  late  Professor  Ken¬ 
nedy,  which  was  accepted  by  me  in  April,  1833,  and  on  the  17th  day 
of  June,  1833,  I  was  ordained,  in  connection  with  the  Rev.  Aaron  Wil¬ 
liams,  and  Alex.  Brown,  D.  D.  and  installed  pastor  of  the  church  by 
the  Presbytery  of  Ohio.  This  relation  continued  up  till  January,  1843, 
when,  having  accepted  the  agency  tendered  by  the  Board  of  Domestic 
Missions,  the  pastoral  union  was  dissolved.  But  my  home  was  still 
here,  and  I  was  frequently  present  with  you.  In  June,  1844,  having 
received  a  re-call,  I  ceased  the  agency,  and  was  re-installed  by  a  com- 
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mittee  of  Presbytery  early  in  July  of  that  year,  and  have  been  spared 
to  labor,  with  pleasure,  and  it  is  hoped  not  without  some  success,  since. 
It  may  be  proper  now  to  take  a  rapid  glance  at  the  history  of  the 
church  since  my  first  acquaintance  with  it.  When  I  first  came  among 
you,  I  found  the  church  comparatively  weak,  and  somewhat  scattered, 
owing  to  an  unfortunate  misunderstanding  between  some  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  and  the  former  pastor.  And  growing  out  of  the  peculiar  circum¬ 
stances  under  which  Mr.  Woods  gave  up  the  congregation,  there  were 
unkind  feelings  excited,  and  that  confidence  and  harmony,  which  once 
prevailed  were  considerably  affected.  These  things  looked  dark  and 
discouraging,  especially  to  a  young  man  of  no  pastoral  experience. 
But  the  unanimity  manifested  in  the  election,  and  the  strong  desire 
expressed  for  my  settlement,  seemed  an  indication  of  Providence,  that 
here  there  was  a  work  for  me  to  do.  At  that  time  the  number  of 
church  members,  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  was  about  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty.  Prayer-meetings  were  sadly  neglected,  with  no  Sab¬ 
bath  school  in  the  church,  and  no  temperance  association  in  existence; 
and  but  little  manifestations  of  the  spirit  of  benevolence,  for  the  spread 
of  the  gospel  among  the  perishing  nations  of  the  earth.  And  above 
all,  vital  piety  was  at  a  low  ebb.  Under  these  externally  discouraging 
appearances,  an  effort  was  made  to  awake  the  slumbering  church,  call 
her  back  to  her  first  love,  and  enlist  her  spiritual  energies  in  all  sub¬ 
jects  adapted  to  advance  the  Divine  glory  and  benefit  immortal  souls. 
And  these  efforts,  through  God’s  blessing  and  the  hearty  cooperation 
of  his  people,  were  not  ineffectual.  His  wdrd  preached  was  in  some 
good  degree  blessed,  Christians  were  quickened  afresh,  and  some  of 
the  spiritually  dead  gave  evidence  of  being  born  again.  The  people 
of  God  began  to  feel  the  guilt  of  their  departure  from  him — they  hum¬ 
bled  themselves  and  manifested  a  disposition  to  confess  wherein  they 
had  wronged  each  other — were  willing  to  be  reconciled,  and  have  all 
past  differences  buried.  Then  the  Lord  in  mercy  drew  near,  and  on 
one  occasion  displayed  his  power  and  grace,  in  a  glorious  manner; 
the  result  of  which  was,  that  at  one  time  twenty-six  persons,  some  of 
them  gray-headed,  but  the  majority  young  people,  were  added  to  the 
church.  And  from  time  to  time  afterwards,  individuals,  in  greater  or 
less  numbers,  were  found  coming  out  on  the  Lord’s  side,  and  joining 
themselves  to  him  in  an  everlasting-  covenant  never  to  be  forgotten. 
And  the  efforts  of  the  people  of  God,  in  a  manner  that  is  exemplary, 
have  been  secured,  in  promoting  every  cause  having  for  its  object,  the 
advancement  of  truth  and  righteousness.  The  following  is  the  amount 
of  additions  to  the  church  for  the  last  seventeen  years;  as  well  as  the 
benevolent  contributions  of  the  church;  the  sermons  preached;  bap¬ 
tisms  administered,  and  marriages  celebrated  On  examination,  there 
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have  been  received  to  the  communion  of  the  church  one  hundred  and 
ninety  persons — on  certificate,  ninety,  making  an  aggregate  of  two 
hundred  and  eighty  souls  within  this  period.  During  the  same  time* 
there  have  been  dismissed  to  other  churches  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
two,  and  removed  by  death  sixty-nine  church  members,  making  a  total 
reduction  in  numerical  strength  of  two  hundred  and  forty-one.  The 
present  number  of  church  members  is  about  one  hundred  and  ninety. 
Thus,  though  we  have  suffered  greatly  by  deaths  and  removals,  yet  the 
numerical  strength  of  the  church  is  greater  than  at  my  first  settlement 
by  about  sixty  persons.  In  the  same  time,  the  number  of  deaths  of 
children  and  young  people  not  in  communion  in  the  church,  has  been 
sixty-five — making  a  total  mortality  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-four 
individuals,  and  an  annual  average  of  nearly  eight  deaths.  The  ave¬ 
rage  number  received  each  year  to  the  church  has  been  sixteen.  The 
largest  number  was  from  1835  to  1836,  when  thirty-eight  persons  were 
received  into  church  fellowship.  The  number  suspended  in  this  time 
has  been  seven,  and  four  restored.  The  amount  raised  by  the  congre¬ 
gation  for  benevolent  objects  has  been  very  nearly  seven  thousand 
dollars — an  annual  average  amount  of  over  four  hundred  dollars.  The 
amount  of  salary  paid  minister,  during  the  same  time,  has  been  about 
seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  being  an  annual  average  of  nearly 
four  hundred  and  forty  dollars.  This,  added  to  the  amount  of  benevo¬ 
lent  contributions,  would  make  the  annual  average  of  contributions  to 
all  objects  about  eight  hundred  dollars.  Whilst  on  the  subject  of  con¬ 
tributions,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  state,  that  in  these  amounts  are  not 
reckoned  the  liberal  bequests  of  the  late  Thomas  Pattison — a  man,  for 
many  years  ardently  loving  the  cause  of  God,  liberally  supporting  it 
in  life,  and  by  will,  making  ample  means  for  its  propagation  when  he 
should  be  dead.  Many  years  ago,  as  is  known,  he  gave  two  thousand 
dollars  for  the  endowment  of  a  scholarship  in  the  Western  Theological 
Seminary,  and,  by  will,  bequeathing  money  and  real  estate  to  the  seve¬ 
ral  Boards  of  our  Church,  valued  by  him  at  thirteen  thousand  dollars. 
It  is  due  to  him  to  say,  that  he  was  a  man  of  strong  mind  naturally — a 
great  reader,  and  one  whose  whole  heart  was  enlisted  in  the  progress 
of  the  gospel,  and  especially  in  our  own  country.  With  tears  in  his 
eyes  would  he  deplore  the  inroads  of  error,  and  especially  the  rapid 
strides  making  by  the  man  of  sin,  whose  influence  he  knew  in  Ireland 
to  be  detrimental  to  peace  and  liberty,  and  the  effects  of  which  he 
greatly  dreaded  in  our  own  land.  He  was  wont,  frequently,  to  say  to 
the  speaker:  “I  came  here  a  poor  boy  from  Ireland — had  little  to 
start  upon — but  the  Lord  blessed  me  with  the  good  things  of  this  life, 
and  has  given  me  no  children — and  it  is  as  little  as  I  can  now  do,  to 
give  it  back  to  him,  that  his  cause  in  the  land,  and  throughout  the 
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world,  may  thereby  be  promoted.”  Since  his  death,  there  have  been 
paid  over  to  our  Boards  from  this  estate,  about  four  thousand  four  hun¬ 
dred  dollars — making  a  grand  total  of  between  eighteen  and  nineteen 
thousand  dollars  paid  by  the  congregation  and  this  estate,  since  the 
settlement  of  the  present  pastor.* 

This  is  small,  compared  with  what  is  done  by  many  churches — and 
yet  it  is  very  considerable,  when  viewred  in  the  light  of  the  relative 
strength  of  the  church.  And  it  is  certain,  that  those  who  have  given 
most,  are  in  no  degree  impoverished — whilst  it  may  be  doubted, 
whether  those  who  have  done  but  little  are  any  more  enriched.  There 
is  that  giveth  and  yet  increaseth — and  there  is  that  withholdeth  more 
than  is  meet,  and  it  tendeth  only  to  poverty. 

The  number  of  baptisms  administered  has  been — of  infants,  two 
hundred  and  sixty- four,  and  of  adults  forty-three — making  a  total  of 
three  hundred  and  seven.  The  number  of  marriages  celebrated  has 
been  seventy-eight.  The  number  of  sermons  preached  cannot  with 
perfect  accuracy  be  determined;  but  from  notes  kept  for  the  last  eight 
years,  we  are  safe  in  affirming,  that  it  exceeds  considerably  two  thou¬ 
sand.  During  all  this  period,  through  the  goodness  of  Gfod,  (having  at 
the  same  time  a  constitution  considerably  shattered  by  disease,)  I  have 
only  lost  from  personal  sickness  two  Sabbaths — though,  from  other 
causes,  and  such  as  lay  beyond  my  control — some  Sabbaths  were  to 
me  silent.  As  it  regards  the  number  of  ministers  furnished  by  this 
chui'ch,  it  may  be  remarked,  that  in  Mr.  Woods’  time,  there  were  three 
who  entered  the  ministry,  viz:  Rev.  James  Rowland,  formerly  of  Mans¬ 
field,  Ohio;  the  Rev.  Samuel  Willson,  of  Norwich,  Ohio,  who  for  some 
time  practised  Medicine,  but  afterwards  studied  Theology,  and  whose 
birth-place  was  in  your  midst;  and  the  Rev.  Wm.  Jones,  mentioned 
before  as  an  elder  of  the  church.  Since  the  settlement  of  your  pre¬ 
sent  pastor,  and  the  establishment  of  the  academy,  near  two  hundred 
and  fifty  students  have  been  at  different  times  within  its  walls.  Of 


*Note. — As  illustrating  the  benevolent  spirit  of  Mr.  P.  the  following  incident  may  be 
mentioned.  On  a  communion  occasion,  about  eighteen  months  before  his  death,  he  was 
not  able  to  be  out  on  Monday,  when  the  contribution  was  taken  up.  On  Tuesday,  he 
called  at  the  Academy,  where  I  was  teaching,  and  said:  “  I  was  unable  to  be  out  yester¬ 
day,  but  have  come  to-day  to  pay  my  missionary  mite.”  I  told  him  to  step  down  to  my 
house,  and  I  would  be  down  shortly.  Accordingly,  when  I  came  down,  I  found  one  hun. 
dred  dollars  lying  on  the  table,  as  his  contribution  to  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions.  I 
then  remarked  to  him  as  follows:  “Mr.  Pattison,  I  hope  the  Lord  will  bless  you  in  your 
soul,  whilst  he  has  given  you  a  heart  to  give  so  liberally  to  his  cause,  of  the  riches  of  earth.’’ 
Lifting  up  his  trembling,  and  long  comparatively  palsied  hand,  he  said:  “My  prayer 
and  desire  is,  that  the  Lord  will  accept  this  as  a  free-will  offering  from  me,  a  poor  aged 
sinner.”  Such  was  the  spirit  of  the  roan — such  his  benevolence  and  desire  to  promote 
the  cause  of  God  in  the  world. 
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these,  lour  have  already  entered  the  ministry,  in  different  branches  of 
the  Church.  Some  three  or  four  more  are  now  prosecuting  their 
Theological  studies;  and  some  six  or  eight  others,  it  is  believed,  have 
the  ministry  in  view.  These  are  not  all,  however,  Presbyterian,  nor 
from  our  own  church.  Of  these  two  hundred  and  fifty  students,  a 
much  larger  proportion  have  turned  their  attention  either  to  the  science 
of  Law  or  Medicine — and  have  prospects  of  usefulness  before  them. 
Some  are  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  and  others  again  lie  low  be¬ 
neath  the  green  clods  of  the  valley.  And  one  of  these,  John  Gilchrist, 
(of  firm  intellect,  and  noble  and  generous  heart — but  alas,  like  many 
others,  when  with  us,  careless,)  fell,  fighting  for  his  country,  in  the 
streets  of  Puebla,  (Mexico.) 

And  now,  my  hearers,  in  view  of  the  whole  matter,  have  we  not 
reason  for  gratitude  and  humility?  For  gratitude — that  God  hath  so 
wonderfully  watched  over  and  protected  this  church  for  a  period  of 
near  seventy  years.  It  has  been  tried  in  various  respects.  Death  has 
been  doing  his  work — many  of  her  members  have  from  time  to  time 
removed  to  other  localities.  And  this  is  not  all.  The  great  master 
spirit  of  iniquity  has  hurled  his  fiery  darts,  endeavoring  at  once  to  de¬ 
stroy  shepherd  and  sheep — minister  and  people.  We  have  gone 
through  the  fiery  furnace  and  the  deep  waters,  but  the  God  of  Israel 
has  been  with  us;  and  his  arms  of  mercy,  as  a  shield  of  protection, 
have  been  around  us.  In  view,  therefore,  of  all  this  loving-kindness, 
have  we  not  great  and  increasing  reason  for  gratitude?  Should  we  not 
here  raise  our  “Ebenezer,”  and  say — hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped 
us?  What  people  have  or  can  have  more  abundant  reason  for  thanks¬ 
giving  and  praise?  We  might  truly  exclaim  with  the  Psalmist,  “Re¬ 
turn  unto  thy  rest,  O,  my  soul,  for  the  Lord  hath  dealt  bountifully  with 
thee.”  But  is  there  not  also  reason  for  deep  humility,  and  heart-felt 
sorrow,  on  our  pai’t,  before  God?  Is  not  religion  in  a  low  and  lan¬ 
guishing  state?  Are  not  .the  evidences  of  God’s  controversy  manifest? 
Is  there  not  a  great  want  of  the  meek,  prayerful,  humble  spirit  of  the 
blessed  Jesus?  Should  we  not  mourn,  that  we  have  so  little  of  a  burn 
ing,  quenchless  love  to  God  and  man?  Should  we  not  lie  prostrate  in 
the  dust  of  self-abasement,  when  we  reflect  how  little  of  that  spirit  of 
unceasing,  wrestling  prayer  we  have  now,  which  once  prevailed  in  all 
these  churches,  and  was  followed  by  such  glorious  results?  We  can 
now  see  God’s  judgments  abroad  in  the  land  and  world — we  can  hear 
the  death-wail  of  the  expiring  multitude — we  can  see  immortal  souls 
wrapped  up  in  the  deep  sleep  of  spiritual  death,  and  on  the  very  verge 
of  eternal  damnation — and  yet  our  sympathy  and  pity  are  not  moved ! 
Is  it  not  so?  There  is,  my  Christian  friends,  abundant  reason  why  we 
should  lay  our  hands  on  our  mouths,  and  our  mouths  low  in  the  dust, 
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and  cry,  unclean,  unclean — guilty,  guilty,  before  the  Lord.  If  Zion  is 
built  up — the  people  of  God  re-animated  and  refreshed  from  on  high — 
if  sinners  are  found  wending  their  way  with  heavy  hearts  and  down¬ 
cast  eyes  to  the  courts  of  the  Lord,  there  to  implore  mercy — there  must 
be,  on  the  part  of  God’s  people,  deep  humiliation  of  soul — true  confes¬ 
sion  of  all  sin — a  strong  and  ardent  desire  to  have  all  iniquity  purged 
from  the  heart,  connected  with  strong  crying  and  tears,  to  God,  day 
and  night,  for  his  return.  Let  us  remember  that  the  time  is  short,  the 
day  far  spent,  and  the  night  near  at  hand,  when  many  of  us  will  have 
to  remove  from  the  trying  scenes  of  earth,  to  enter  upon  the  awful 
realities  of  eternity.  What  changes  have  been  here  in  the  last  seven¬ 
teen  years!  What  changes  will  probably  be  witnessed  in  the  seven¬ 
teen  following!  In  all  human  probability,  minister  and  existing  session, 
with  many  of  the  people  of  God,  and  those  who  are  now  careless,  shall 
all  lie  beneath  the  clods  of  death’s  mournful  valley.  Others  may  meet 
here  to  worship  the  living  God,  but  we  shall  not.  Let  us  then  be  ex¬ 
cited  by  the  goodness  and  mercy  of  God,  to  labor  and  pray  whilst  the 
day  lasts.  Let  us  be  encouraged  to  trust  in  God,  and  look  for  the  un¬ 
folding  of  great  events,  by  a  recollection  of  the  days  of  his  power,  and 
the  glorious  works  which  he  hath  wrought.  Let  us  be  induced  to 
mark  well  every  striking  providence — all  that  is  wonderful  in  grace, 
and  affecting  in  nature,  as  displaying  the  infinite  riches  of  God’s  love 
and  mercy — and  thus  we  shall  be  enabled  to  tell  it  to  the  generation 
following,  that  they  may  know  that  this  God  is  our  covenant  God,  and 
the  God  of  our  fathers,  and  may  learn  to  trust  in  him  with  the  whole 
heart.  And  now,  brethren,  we  commend  you  to  God,  and  the  word  of 
his  power,  which  is  able  to  keep  you  from  falling,  and  present  you 
faultless  before  the  throne  of  his  glory  in  the  day  of  the  Lord  Jesus — 
to  whom,  with  the  Father  and  ever  blessed  Spirit  of  all  grace  and  con¬ 
solation,  let  there  be  present  and  eternal  glory.  Amen. 

Note. — For  some  of  the  facts  touching  the  life  and  ministry  of  Rev.  Messrs.  Clarke  and 
Woods,  we  acknowledge  our  indebtedness  to  the  brief  sketches  of  the  Lives  of  Western 
Ministers,  appended  to  the  Life  of  M’Curdy,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Elliott,  of  the  Western 
Theological  Seminary, — a  work,  though  brief,  yet  possessing  such  interest  as  ought  to 
claim  for  it  a  perusal  on  the  part  of  all  Christians. 
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